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Focus Statement

A journey-level Concrete Finisher possesses a strong foundation in the fundamentals of concrete
construction, including material properties, safe work practices, and the proper use of tools and
equipment. They are skilled in planning and preparation, such as estimating quantities, preparing
subgrades, and coordinating reinforcing steel; and they understand how to construct and work with both
vertical and horizontal formwork systems. They are proficient in placing concrete for a variety of
applications, including foundations, slabs, paving, and general site work.

Concrete Finishers excel in finishing operations, applying appropriate techniques to achieve specified
surface textures, tolerances, and performance outcomes, while ensuring proper curing and protection for
long-term durability. In addition, they can work on specialized applications such as tilt-up panels,
architectural finishes, and high-performance floors. A journey-level finisher also contributes to quality
control by identifying and resolving issues, troubleshooting, and supporting or completing concrete
repairs, consistently delivering safe, high-quality work that meets project requirements.

A candidate is expected to have relevant education and/or on-the-job experience to be successful in
completing this journey-level assessment and the associated performance verification.

Assessment Structure

e There are 100 scored items on this assessment.

o Pilot items may be included for research purposes throughout the assessment: these
items will not affect the candidate’s overall score.

e The Assessment Specifications table is a blueprint that includes the topic domains and weightings
for this assessment. The specifications for this assessment are a framework of content on which
the candidate will be tested. Each domain comprises a specific percentage of the assessment, as
identified in the table. Relevant module training guides are included for each domain.

o Please note that not all module topic areas may be covered on every form of the test. The
content may vary among different versions.

Time Limit
This assessment must be completed within the 3 hours allotted.
Passing Score

The minimum passing scaled score is 75.

Materials Permitted During the Assessment
e The candidate may use a basic function, non-printing calculator.
e No extra papers, books, notes, or study materials are allowed.
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Concrete Finisher Assessment Specifications

Percentage
of Test

1. Fundamentals, Safety, and Properties

25%

23101: Introduction to Concrete Construction
23102: Concrete Safety

75901.: Fall Protection Orientation

23104: Concrete Tools and Equipment
23212: Properties of Concrete

2. Planning, Preparation, and Layout

15%

23105: Preparing for Placement
23202: Estimating Concrete Quantities
27304: Reinforcing Concrete

3. Formwork and Structural Systems

15%

27307: Foundations and Slabs-On-Grade
27308: Vertical Formwork
27309: Horizontal Formwork

4. Site Work

8%

23204: Site Concrete
36108: Paving

5. Finishing, Curing, and Protection

12%

23107: Finishing Concrete
23108: Curing and Protecting Concrete

6. Specialty Concrete Applications

13%

27310: Tilt-Up Wall Panels
23205: Architectural Finishes
23206: Industrial Floors
23207: Superflat Floors
23208: Surface Treatments

7. Quality Control, Troubleshooting, and Repair

12%

23210: Concrete Repair
23211: Troubleshooting and Quality Control
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NCCER Curriculum

This assessment is supported by NCCER’s Concrete Construction courses. To learn more, please visit
https://www.nccer.org/order-books-modules/.

Assessment Development

Under the direction of NCCER’s Test Development department, subject matter experts assist in the
development of the contents within this assessment package, including the focus statement, domains, and
corresponding items’ content and complexity on the assessment. The Test Development department
continuously maintains the assessment, ensuring the content remains valid in the construction industry.

Performance Verification
A corresponding hands-on Performance Verification is available, and a “pass” status required, to become
certified.

Scaled Score

A scaled score is the candidate’s raw score that has been converted to a scale of 1 to 100. Scaling raw
scores is a standardization procedure to account for differences in total points possible on each
assessment form; item types, weightings, and difficulties; and the difficulty of assessment forms to
compare performance across all of NCCER’s offerings.

Score Report
Each candidate will have online access through their NCCER account to their assessment results, including
their overall score with a “pass” or “training recommended” status.

Credentials
Upon successful completion of the certification requirements, credentials can be viewed and printed by
the candidate or assessment program through their NCCER account.

Contact
Please contact NCCER's Test Development department if you have questions or concerns about this
assessment, or if you find errors in the content: testdev@nccer.org.

For customer support, please go to https://nccer.my.site.com/Support/s/contact-support-team.
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